TWO LPWSA TEAMS PARTICIPATE IN ROLEX CHAMPIONSHIP

Two teams from the Lake Pontchartrain Women’s Sailing Association participated recently in the Rolex International Women’s Keelboat Championship at Houston Yacht Club.  This open championship is a US Sailing Championship and attracted teams from all over the country, as well as several international teams.  Competitors included US, Canadian and South African Olympic teams, as well as a Rolex Yachtswoman of the year and numerous Collegiate All-Americans.  To say the competition was intense would be an understatement.

Forty teams hit the line on Galveston Bay, which believe it or not, is shallower than Lake Pontchartrain and creates a wicked chop.  Conditions ranged from light and fluky to 22+ knots but temperatures were mild throughout the week of competition.  Louise Bienvenu, skippering Runaway, with crew Lisa Luongo, Deanna Vandiver along with junior sailors Kelden Pehr and Katelynn Newberry  from Houston, handled the rough conditions well.   Mamsie Manard, took the helm on Cayenne, with Janice Griglack, Michelle Hitter and Anne David crewing.  

While the racing was high level, the evening entertainment was nothing less than stellar.  Open bars with Mount Gay rum greeted the sailors every afternoon upon returning to the dock.  A hay ride and hoe down, a Mexican buffet and an evening at the Johnson Space Center were just some of the activities for the competitors.  Daily videos were presented by Tucker Thompson and are still available at www.t2p.tv.  While it was great fun to see the day’s action, watching oneself do a 720 on camera is quite humbling.

Louise finished 29th and  Mamsie finished 31st, and, while disappointed with the fleet positions, all were happy to have participated in this event.  The event will return to Houston Yacht Club in 2009 and look for both teams to be there again.
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